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Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The present claims are allowable over the "closest" prior art Uraki et al. (U.S. 6,03 1 ,024), 
Shimomura et al (U.S. 5,837,754), and Song et al (U.S. 6,372,824) for the following reasons: 

Uraki et al disclose process for preparing aqueous dispersion comprising the steps of 
mixing pigment, polymer, and solvent, adding this mixture to water, removing the solvent, and 
then subjecting the solvent removed product to dispersion treatment. 

However, Uraki et al. disclose removing the solvent by washing with water. This is in 
direct contrast to present claims 1, 3, and 5 that now each require removal of the solvent by 
distillation under reduced pressure. There is no disclosure or suggestion in Uraki et al. of 
removing solvent by distillation under reduced pressure. With respect to present claim 2, it is 
noted that Uraki et al. disclose adding the pigment before solvent removal, which is in direct 
contrast to the present claims 2, which requires adding pigment after removal of the solvent. 
With respect to present claim 4, there is no disclosure in Uraki et al. of process of preparing 
aqueous dispersion comprising mixing organic solvent solution of polymer and water, mixing the 
resulting mixture with pigment, removing the solvent, and then subjecting the resulting mixture 
to dispersion treatment. 

Shimomura et al disclose process comprising dissolving polyester in solvent followed by 
addition of water and then removing the solvent after the polyester paiticles are formed and 
dispersed in the solvent. This is in direct contrast to the present claims that require removing 
solvent before dispersion treatment. Further, there is no disclosure in Shimomura et al. of 
removing solvent by distilling under reduced pressure as now required in present claims 1,3, and 
5. 
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Song et al. disclose process comprising mixing polymer, solvent, and water to form 
dispersion, removing solvent, and them adding pigment. This is in direct contrast to present 
claim 2 which requires removing solvent before dispersion treatment, i.e. process comprising 
mixing solvent, pol3aTier, and water, removing solvent, adding pigment, and then subjecting 
mixture to dispersion treatment. With respect to present claims 3-5, it is further noted that the 
process of Song et al is in direct contrast to these claims given that Song et al. disclose removing 
solvent followed by adding pigment whereas claims 3-5 disclose adding pigment followed by 
removal of solvent. 

Thus, it is clear that Uraki et al., Shimomura et al., and Song et al., either alone or in 
combination, do not disclose or suggest the present invention. 

In light of the above, it is clear that the rejections of record are untenable and so, the 
present claims are passed to issue. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Callie E. Shosho whose telephone number is 703-305-0208. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (6:30-4:00) Alternate Fridays Off 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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